
Honolulu County Republican Party 

725 Kapiolani Blvd, C-105 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

 

February 24, 2018 

 

House Committee on Health and Human Services & House Committee on Judiciary 

Capitol Auditorium 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

 

RE: Opposition to HB-2739  

 

Dear Chair Mizuno, Chair Nishimoto, Vice Chair Kobayashi, Vice Chair San Buenaventura and 

Committee Members, 

 

The Honolulu County Republican Party STRONGLY OPPOSES HB-2739. 

 

Hawaii Republicans affirm the sanctity of life and the inherent dignity of each human being from 

conception to natural death.  We believe all human life is sacred regardless of age or infirmity, 

and therefore we oppose assisted suicide and euthanasia in any form. 

 

The Hippocratic Oath proclaims: “I will keep [the sick] from harm and injustice. I will neither 

give a deadly drug to anybody who asked for it, nor will I make a suggestion to this effect.”  This 

is an essential precept for a flourishing civil society.  No one, especially a doctor, should be 

permitted to kill intentionally or assist in killing intentionally.  Physicians are sworn to eliminate 

illness and disease but never eliminate their patients. 

 

Physician-assisted suicide (PAS) will create bad incentives for insurance providers and the cost 

of healthcare.  PAS will often be a more “cost-effective” measure from the perspective of the 

bottom line than is actually caring for patients.  Life is priceless and should never be diminished 

to the “bottom line.”  
 

Instead of embracing PAS, we should respond to suffering with true aloha!  Those seeking PAS 

typically suffer from depression and loneliness.  Instead of helping them to kill themselves, we 

should offer them appropriate medical care and human comfort.  For those in physical pain, 

palliative care can manage their pain and symptoms effectively.  For those whom death is 

imminent, hospice care and fellowship can comfort them in their last days.  Anything less is not 

pono and contradicts our Aloha spirit. 
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Regardless of how many safe guards you place in this bill, it still promotes suicide.  It is illogical 

and hypocritical for you as our elected officials to promote PAS as “dignified and humane,” 

while recognizing suicide as a serious statewide public health concern in all other circumstances 

and spending enormous resources to combat it.  Just look at the nine bills aimed at suicide 

prevention. 

 

Even after a recent suicide here locally, our own State Health Department said there are some 

disturbing trends regarding teens and suicide; and the percentage of Hawaii teens who make 

suicide plans and attempt suicide is among the highest in the nation.  A Southern Medical 

Journal 2015 study concluded that, “Legalizing PAS has been associated with an increased rate 

of total suicides relative to other states and no decrease in non-assisted suicides...”  What 

message are you sending to our youth?  Suicide is not the answer unless you us it to avoid an 

unnecessarily prolonged life of pain and suffering.  

 

The most profound injustice of PAS is that it violates human dignity and denies equality before 

the law. Every human being has intrinsic dignity and is the subject of immeasurable worth. No 

natural right to PAS exists, and arguments for such a right are incoherent. A legal system that 

seeks to vindicate a right to assisted suicide will jeopardize the real natural right to life for all of 

us. 

 

“Life is God’s most precious gift, no principle, however glorious, may justify the taking of it.” 

Arthur Miller. 

 

Do not pass HB-2739! 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Brett Kulbis 

Chairman 

Honolulu County Republican Party 


